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Abstract
In a deciduous larch forest in eastern Siberia, the mean and standard deviation of the
total evapotranspiration (E) during May to September (day of year (DOY) = 121–274)
for 2003–2006 were 181.5 and 26.4 mm, respectively. The interannual variation
(IAV) in the total E was caused by the IAV in E for the canopy-foliated period
(DOY = 164–253), not by the IAV in the dates of leaf expansion and leaf fall. For the
years with higher total E, E in the canopy-foliated period was consistently higher,
which corresponded to the higher soil water content in these years. Copyright © 2012
John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
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Introduction
Evapotranspiration (E) is a major component of the terrestrial water cycle and has
important inﬂuences on river ﬂow regimes, ground water recharges, and local
and regional climate (Brown et al., 2005; Bonan, 2008; Komatsu et al., 2008,
2011). Many researchers have examined E in various types of terrestrial
ecosystems (Granier et al., 2000; Kumagai et al., 2004, 2008; Komatsu, 2005).
Of these, large areas are occupied by the boreal forest (FAO, 2005), which plays
an important role in the global water cycle (Bonan et al., 1995; Jarvis et al., 2001;
Bonan, 2008). For example, Bonan et al. (1995) highlighted the importance of
land surface parameterization for boreal regions using a global circulation model.
This demonstrates the importance of studies examining energy exchanges
(including E) for boreal regions. However, relatively few such studies have been
conducted in the boreal forests (Baldocchi et al., 1997; McCaughey et al., 1997;
Cienciala et al., 1998; Mkhabela et al., 2009).
Among the studies examining E in boreal forests, most were performed in
Europe and North America (Sellers et al., 1995, 1997; Baldocchi et al., 1997;
Cienciala et al., 1998; Halldin et al., 1999; Mkhabela et al., 2009). Few studies
(Kelliher et al., 1997, 1998; Ohta et al., 2001, 2008; Matsumoto et al., 2008)
have been conducted in the large boreal forests of Siberia, particularly in eastern
Siberia. The eastern Siberian boreal forests differ from their counterparts in
Europe and North America in terms of speciﬁc meteorological conditions
(relatively low temperature and precipitation, Baldocchi et al., 2000), presence of
continuous permafrost (Ohta et al., 2008), and tree species (deciduous larch,
Kelliher et al., 1997). This suggests that results obtained in other parts of boreal
forests might not be applicable to forests in eastern Siberia; thus, it is important to
examine E in this region.
Kelliher et al. (1997, 1998) conducted the ﬁrst studies on E within the forests
of eastern Siberia. They measured E during several days in summer in a larch
forest and examined relationships between E and environmental factors, such as
radiation, vapor pressure deﬁcit (VPD), and soil water content (SWC). More
recently, Ohta et al. (2008) measured E and various environmental factors in a
larch forest during May–September over seven years to identify the factors
causing interannual variation (IAV) in E. They assumed that E in winter was very
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small and, therefore, negligible because of very low
temperature (Ohta et al., 2008), which is supported by the
results from studies in other boreal sites (Grelle et al., 1999;
Arain et al., 2003; Pejam et al., 2006). Ohta et al. (2008)
found a relationship between SWC and E, which suggested
that SWC was the main factor determining IAV of E at
their site.
Ohta et al.’s (2008) research was valuable in that it was
the ﬁrst study examining IAV in E for a boreal deciduous
forest in eastern Siberia. However, to analyse the IAV in
E, they used the total E measured during May–September.
Thus, processes producing the variations of E have not
been sufﬁciently examined in two respects. First, Ohta
et al. (2008) did not consider the effects of IAV in the
dates of leaf expansion and leaf fall on the IAV in total E.
The IAV in the dates of leaf expansion have been found to
be greater in the boreal forests of eastern Siberia (Ishida,
2009) than those reported for temperate forests (Wilson and
Baldocchi, 2000; Granier et al., 2002), although the IAV in
the dates of leaf fall were similar. Thus, the IAV in the dates
of leaf expansion might play a role in determining IAV of
the total E during May–September. Second, Ohta et al.
(2008) did not clarify whether higher or lower total E in
particular years was caused by consistent higher or lower E
throughout the measurement period or whether it was
caused by relatively extreme values collected during
speciﬁc time points within this period. In this study, we
aimed to investigate the importance of these two issues,
which have so far been overlooked for the boreal forests of
eastern Siberia, to help the development of a mechanistic,
process-based understanding of factors causing IAV in E.

Materials and Method
Data collection
Data were collected in a larch forest in eastern Siberia
(62 15’18”N, 129 37’08”, altitude 220 m) in a continuous
permafrost region. The soil in this site was classiﬁed as
sandy loam. The mean annual temperature at the site
during 1998–2006 was 9.5  C (Ohta et al., 2008), with
a minimum temperature of 55  C occurring in the midwinter of 1998. The mean annual precipitation during 1998–
2006 was 259.2 mm but also was highly seasonal, ranging
from around 69.0 mm during October–April to around
190.3 mm during May–September (Ohta et al., 2008). Snow
cover generally lasted from early October to the following
late April.
The larch forest was characterized by two stories of
vegetation. The overstory was composed of 160-year-old
deciduous larch (Larix cajanderi), with a stand density of
808 trees ha-1 and a mean basal area of 27.6 m2 ha-1
(Matsumoto et al., 2008). The average tree height of the
overstory was approximately 21 m, and the leaf area index
(LAI) of the canopy, measured using a LAI-2000 plant
canopy analyser (LI-COR, Lincoln, NE, USA), was 1.6 in
2005. The understory was dense and composed of evergreen
Copyright © 2012 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

cowberry (Vaccinium vitis-idaea). The height of the
understory was 0.05 m, and its LAI was 2.1 based on
destructive measurements in 2005 (Miyahara, 2005).
Although there were no records of disturbance history,
there was no evidence of any large disturbances considering
the tree age.
A 32-m observation tower at this site was used to measure
E and various environmental factors over a four-year
period (2003–2006). In detail, E was measured using a
three-dimensional sonic anemometer (WindMaster Pro,
Gill, Hampshire, UK) with an open-path CO2/H2O analyser
(LI-7500, LI-COR, Lincoln, NE, USA) positioned at the top
of the observation tower. The fetch of the site was 2–4 km
from all directions of the tower. According to the footprint
analysis based on Horst and Weil (1992, 1994), the distance
of the maximum upwind footprint from the tower was 18 m
(12:30 h, 2 August 2006) and 33 m (7:30 h, 13 August 2006)
for two typical unstable and near-neutral cases (Obukhov
length (L) were 100 and 2287 m, respectively). In
addition, the distance where the cumulative ﬂux occupied
90% of the total ﬂux also was calculated at 30-minute
interval for the whole measurement period. The average
distance were 384 m under unstable conditions ((z-d)/
L < 0.1) and 1090 m under near-neutral conditions
(0.1 < (z-d)/L < 0.1) from the tower, respectively. Here,
z is the measurement height (32.0 m), and d is the zero-plain
displacement (7.35 m from Nakai et al., 2008). For this
analysis, the momentum roughness length was determined
as 3.16 m using measured wind-speed proﬁle data (see
Nakai et al., 2008), and other inputs (i.e. friction velocity,
wind speed at measurement height and L) were from
measured data at 30-minute interval. Wind speeds and a gas
concentration time series were sampled at 10 Hz (CR5000
data logger, Campbell Scientiﬁc). All variances and
covariances required for the eddy covariance ﬂux estimates
were computed with a 30-min averaging interval. The wind
ﬁeld coordinates were rotated so that the mean lateral and
vertical wind speeds were zero over 30-min periods. The E
data were corrected using Webb correction (Webb et al.,
1980). The data collected during precipitation also were
omitted, and the omitted data accounted for 23% of the
whole E data in number. We then assigned the missing
values using the multiple imputation method (MIM) (Hui
et al., 2004) with the “NORM” software (http://www.stat.
psu.edu/~ jls/misoftwa.html), as carried out by Ohta et al.
(2008). The MIM method is a stochastic model that
computes missing E data with the input of environmental
variables. In our case, we used solar radiation, wind speed,
relative humidity, and SWC as inputs. A detailed description
of the data quality can be found in Ohta et al. (2008).
Downward and upward solar radiation above the canopy
and downward solar radiation under the canopy were
measured using pyranometers (MS402F, EKO, Tokyo,
Japan and CM-6 F, Kipp & Zonen, Delft, the Netherlands)
situated 32.0, 27.9 and 2.0 m above the ground, respectively.
Downward and upward photosynthetic photon ﬂux density
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than m + s were removed. With this screening procedure,
the remaining transmission data showed a relatively clear
seasonal trend. The dates of leaf phenological changes were
determined using the daily maximum transmission coefﬁcient of solar radiation between m-s and m + s as follows
(Figure 1): the onset and completion of leaf expansion was
deﬁned as the day before the decreasing trend started and the
day when the decreasing trend ended, respectively. The
onset and completion of leaf fall were deﬁned as the days
before the increasing trend of transmission coefﬁcient
started and when the increasing trend ended, respectively.
The canopy was considered to be fully foliated when the
transmission coefﬁcient had no clear temporal trend. At last,
the dates of leaf expansion, fully foliated, and leaf fall
periods were determined as shown in Figure 1. Note that the
temporal variations of LAI could not be calculated on the
basis of the transmission coefﬁcient by the Beer–Lambert
equation in this site (e.g. Jones, 1992). We only measured
LAI once (August 2005), and therefore, the extinction
coefﬁcients of the equation for different seasons among the
years were unavailable.
A complete description of the site and measurements
is available in Ohta et al. (2008), Ishida (2009), and Xue
et al. (2011).
Methods of analysis
We divided the measurement period of each year into
three periods (Figure 1): the period before the latest
completion date of leaf expansion over the four years
(Period I; DOY = 121–164), the period between the latest
completion date of leaf expansion and the earliest date of
leaf fall over the four years (Period II; DOY = 164–253),
and the period after the earliest date of leaf fall (Period III;
DOY = 253–274). We examined the association between
IAV in the E of each period and the IAV in the E
measured during the whole measurement period (total E).
Because we found that only the IAV in Period II was
associated with the IAV in the total E (see the results), we
thus investigated whether the IAV in E for Period II was
related to the IAV in the equilibrium evaporation (Eeq) for
the same period. If this was not the case, the IAV in E for
Period II should be positively correlated to the IAV in the
Priestley–Taylor coefﬁcient (a, Priestley and Taylor, 1972)

Leaf expansion
Period I

Foliated

Period II

Leaf fall
Period III

2006

Year

(PPFD) above the canopy and downward PPFD under the
canopy were measured using quantum sensors (Li-190,
LI-COR, Lincoln, NE, USA) situated at 32.0, 27.9, and
4.5 m above the ground, respectively. Downward and
upward longwave radiation were measured using pyrgeometers (MS202F and MS201F, EKO, Tokyo, Japan)
situated 32.0 and 27.9 m above the ground, respectively.
Temperature and relative humidity were measured using a
thermohygrograph (HMP45D, Vaisala, Helsinki, Finland)
at a height of 31.4 m. SWC was measured using timedomain reﬂectometry (TRIME-FM2/P2, IMKO, Japan) at
depths of 10, 20, 40, 60 and 80 cm at a site 10 m south of
the tower. As we did not have SWC data at other points in
the site, we could not examine spatial variance of SWC at
the site. Because of the ﬂat topography (Ohta et al., 2001),
we assumed that the measured SWC data represented the
SWC of the site (see also Matsumoto et al., 2008; Ohta
et al., 2008). In the analysis, we used SWC data for 0–50 cm
depth and calculated the weighted average, assuming that
the SWC at 10, 20, and 40 cm depths represented SWC at
0–15, 15–30, and 30–50 cm, respectively (Matsumoto et al.,
2008; Ohta et al., 2008). Soil heat storage was measured at
a depth of 5 cm in 2003 and 2004 using a heat ﬂux plate
(PHF-01, REBS, USA) and at a depth of 1 cm after 2004
using another heat ﬂux plate (MF-81, Eiko, Japan) at the
same site with the SWC. Precipitation was measured at an
open site 1 km south of the tower using a tipping-bucket rain
gauge with 0.13 mm accuracy.
The dates of leaf expansion and leaf fall were analysed
using the reﬂection coefﬁcient (ratio of above-canopy
upward solar radiation or PPFD to above-canopy downward
solar radiation or PPFD) and the transmission coefﬁcient
(ratio of below-canopy downward solar radiation or PPFD
to above-canopy downward solar radiation or PPFD)
(Ishida, 2009). The results showed that compared with the
reﬂection coefﬁcients, the transmission coefﬁcients of solar
radiation and PPFD were better indicators of the leaf
phenological changes. This was caused by the fact that the
reﬂection coefﬁcient could be inﬂuenced not only by the
overstory canopy but also by the forest ﬂoor. Thus,
transmission coefﬁcient was chosen as the indicator for
the phenological changes in the following analysis.
However, the transmission coefﬁcient could not be directly
used because extremely high or low values appeared during
a day (e.g. Barr et al., 2004; Yoshifuji et al., 2006). The
diurnal range of the transmission coefﬁcient was especially
large at this site (0.4–0.6) because of the following: (i) large
spatial variation of the overstory canopy gaps because of the
sparse stem density; and (ii) distinctive solar position in the
high latitude (low solar elevation and wide range of solar
azimuth). Therefore, the following screening procedure was
conducted to detect the dates of leaf expansion and leaf fall.
First, the transmission coefﬁcients of solar radiation and
PPFD at 30-minute interval were calculated. Then, the mean
(m) and standard deviation (s) for any ﬁve succeeding days
were calculated, and the data that were less than m–s or more

2005
2004
2003
121

164

253

274

DOY
Figure 1. Leaf-expansion, foliated, and leaf fall periods in 2003–2006.
Deﬁnition of Periods I–III also are indicated
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rate of change of saturation water vapor pressure with
temperature (Pa K-1), g is the psychrometric constant
(66.5 Pa K-1), Ga is the aerodynamic conductance (m s-1),
ra is the density of dry air (kg m-3), cp is the speciﬁc heat of
air at constant pressure (J kg-1 K-1), l is the latent heat of
vaporization of water (J kg-1), rw is the density of water
(1000 kg m-3), b is the Bowen ratio (sensible heat ﬂux
divided by lE), and VPD is the above-canopy vapor
pressure deﬁcit (Pa). Ga was calculated by (e.g. Kumagai
et al., 2004): Ga ¼ u2 =u, where u* is the friction velocity
(m s-1), and u is wind speed (m s-1) measured at 32 m above
the ground. All variables in the equation were averaged for
midday and then input to the equation to obtain midday Gs.
Copyright © 2012 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

Figure 2 shows the 10-day averages for daily net radiation,
air temperature, VPD, and SWC, as well as cumulative
precipitation and E during each year of the four-year
periods. Net radiation was higher in Periods I and II than in
Period III. Air temperature and VPD were generally higher
in Period II than in Periods I and III. SWC increased during
Period I, despite only a small amount of precipitation, which
suggests that this was affected by melting water ﬂux from
the snow pack and frozen soil layer (Ohta et al., 2008). SWC
was relatively conservative in Periods II and III except for
2006, when there was a marked increase in SWC because of
precipitation in late August. Precipitation mainly occurred
during Period II, although the amount was relatively low
in 2004. Cumulative E increased at a greater rate during
Period II, reﬂecting the higher E during this period.
Over the four years, total E during May–September
ranged between 156.1 and 206 mm (Figure 3a). The mean
and standard deviation (SD) of E during May–September
for the four years was 181.5 and 26.4 mm, respectively.
Thus, the range and SD were 27.5% and 14.6% of the
mean, respectively. This suggests that the IAV in total E

VPD
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Results
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because a is deﬁned as E divided by Eeq, and therefore, E
must be positively correlated to either a or Eeq. Here, we
assumed that Eeq and a are practically usable as indices for
atmospheric demand and physiological control of the forest
canopy, respectively. Forest E generally relates to VPD and
surface conductance (Gs) rather than Eeq and a at the canopy
scale, that is, forest canopies are generally coupled with the
atmosphere (e.g. McNaughton and Jarvis, 1983; Herbst,
1995; Granier et al., 2000). However, many researchers
have shown that a tightly correlates to Gs when considering
the planetary boundary layer (PBL) feedback at a regional
scale using PBL atmospheric models (de Bruin, 1983;
McNaughton and Spriggs, 1986; Raupach, 1998). In the
model calculation, VPD is produced by the temperature
increment during daytime owing to the radiative energy
(Eeq), suggesting that Eeq correlates to VPD, and therefore, it
can be practically used as an index for atmospheric demand.
Consequently, many studies have used Eeq and a for
interpreting observational results for forest E (Baldocchi
et al., 1997, 2000; Wilson and Baldocchi, 2000; Vourlitis
et al., 2002; Komatsu, 2005) and for modeling forest E
(Kumagai et al., 2004; Komatsu et al., 2007). Indeed, many
observational studies reported correlation between a and Gs
for forest canopies (e.g. Baldocchi et al., 1997, 2000; Wilson
and Baldocchi, 2000; Arain et al., 2003).
We ﬁnally examined whether E markedly increased in
a speciﬁc period during Period II or displayed a constant
increase throughout Period II. Similarly, we also
examined whether SWC and a were variable within the
measurement periods of the same year.
In the analysis, we used Eeq and a rather than VPD and Gs
because the use of Eeq and a is advantageous over the use of
VPD and Gs; Eeq and a are usable at various time scales (e.g.
daily, 10-day and monthly), whereas VPD and Gs are usable
at only short time scales (e.g. hourly and daily). On the other
hand, VPD and Gs are more direct and process-based
parameters representing atmospheric demand and physiological control of E by forests. Thus, it would be important
to conﬁrm that our results did not change when using VPD
and Gs. We calculated Gs for midday (10;00 h–14:00 h)
using the inverted Penman–Monteith equation as (Jones,


ra cp
Δ
¼
b

1
G1
1992) : G1
s
a þ lEr g VPD, where Δ is the
g

(d)

30
0
300

(e)

200
100
0

(f)

200
100
0
121

164

253

274

DOY
Figure 2. Time series of the environmental factors measured during the
four years (2003–2006): 10-day averages of (a) net radiation, (b) air
temperature, (c) vapor pressure deﬁcit (VPD), and (d) soil water content
(SWC), and cumulative (e) precipitation (Pr) and (f) evapotranspiration
(E). Periods I–III also are indicated
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Period I

Period II

Period III

Period I

(a)

Period II

(b)

Total E (mm)

E (mm)

200
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0

2003

2004

2005

200

100

2006

0

Year

100

200

E in Period I and II (mm)

Figure 3. (a) Evapotranspiration (E) in Periods I, II, and III, respectively. (b) Relationship between E in Period I (open circles) and Period II (closed
circles) and the total E during May–September

Copyright © 2012 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

200

E in Period II (mm)

150

100
200

250

300

Equilibrium evaporation (Eeq, mm) in Period II
Figure 4. Relationship between equilibrium evaporation (Eeq) and
evapotranspiration (E) in Period II. The regression line, determined using
the least-squares method, is written as E = 0.86 Eeq + 344.74 (R2 = 0.62)

1.0

α

was greater than the uncertainty of the ﬂux measurements
because the energy balance closure of the forest was
relatively good (approximately 90%, Ohta et al., 2008).
The percentages for the range and SD were smaller than
those for a deciduous old aspen forest in Canada but
larger than those for evergreen forests of old black spruce
and old jack pine (see Table 2 of Zha et al., 2010). Thus,
the IAV in total E at our site seemed moderate compared
with these three boreal forests.
Total E was higher for 2005 and 2006 than for 2003 and
2004. E for Period II formed a larger proportion of total E
than E for Periods I and III (Figure 3a). Total E was strongly
correlated with E in Period II (p < 0.05, r = 0.99, Figure 3b),
indicating that the IAV in E in Period II was the primary
cause for the IAV in total E. Indeed, the largest difference
in total E was found between 2004 and 2006, and the
difference in E during Period II of these two years explained
67% of the difference in total E. We also observed a weak,
positive correlation between E for Period I and total E
(p < 0.1, r = 0.91; Figure 3b), which suggests that the IAV in
E during Period I was another cause for the IAV in total E.
However, the slope of the relationship between E in Period I
and total E was larger than that for E in Period II and total E,
indicating that E in Period I was only a supplementary cause.
Based on the four-year dataset, E in Period II was not
positively correlated with the Eeq of Period II (p > 0.1),
indicating that the IAV in E of Period II was not explained
by IAV in the atmospheric demand for evaporation
(Figure 4). This implied that IAV in E of Period II was
decided by the physiological control (a). Values of a in
Period II were further correlated with SWC in Period II
(p < 0.05, r = 0.97; Figure 5). These results suggest that the
IAV in E for Period II was caused by the IAV in
physiological control of E because of soil water deﬁcit. In
addition, a in Period II was not correlated with air
temperature in Period II (p > 0.1, r = 0.47, data not shown).
The difference in cumulative E between the former
two years and the latter two years constantly increased
during Period II (Figure 2f), indicating that E was higher
for the latter two years throughout Period II. Consistent

0.5

0.0
0

20

40

SWC (%)
Figure 5. Relationship between SWC and the Priestley–Taylor coefﬁcient
(a). The regression line, determined using the least-squares method, is
written as a = 0.03 SWC + 0.06 (R2 = 0.94)

with this, SWC and a were generally higher during the
latter two years than during the earlier two years throughout Period II (Figures 2 and 6). This shows that the IAV
in total E was not caused by intermittent drought during
Period II but by consistently lower SWC throughout
Period II.
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Figure 6. Time series of the Priestley–Taylor coefﬁcient (a) calculated
from 10-day average data for evapotranspiration and equilibrium
evaporation data for the four years. Periods I–III also are indicated

The above results were not altered when using Gs and
VPD instead of a and Eeq. Figure 7a is the same as Figure 4
but using VPD instead of Eeq. We did not observe a positive
correlation between VPD and E for Period II (p > 0.1). On
the other hand, we observed a positive correlation between
the mean Gs for Period II and E for Period II (p < 0.05,
r = 0.95; Figure 7b). We also observed Gs in Period II was
further correlated with SWC in Period II (p < 0.05, r = 0.96;
Figure 7c). Although we did not observe consistently higher
Gs for 2005 and 2006 than 2003 and 2004 (data not shown)
owing to the different VPD among years (Figure 2c), we
observed consistently higher Gs for 2005 and 2006 than
2003 and 2004 for given VPD (Figure 7d). These results
were qualitative, the same as those derived using a and Eeq.

Although the IAV in the date of leaf expansion at our site
was much more signiﬁcant than those at temperate forests
(Ishida, 2009), it was not the primary factor causing
the IAV in total E of May–September. Atmospheric
evaporative demand in Period I was relatively large; Eeq
in Period I generally occupied approximately 25% of the
total Eeq of May–September (data not shown). If a in
Period I was considerably affected by the date of leaf
expansion, IAV in the date of leaf expansion could be a
major factor determining the IAV in total E. In the present
study, there was no evidence that a in Period I was
affected by the date of leaf expansion. Leaf expansion
date in 2005 was the earliest among the four years, being
around four weeks earlier than the other three years
(Figure 1). However, a in Period I was not much higher
for this year than for the other years (Figure 6), suggesting
relatively conservative a despite the earlier date of leaf
expansion. This might be partly explained by the presence
of dense evergreen understory vegetation. Our previous
study, using a multilayer canopy model, suggested that
the LAI of the overstory greatly affects the partitioning of
evaporative ﬂux between overstory and understory
vegetation but that it does not greatly affect the total
evaporative ﬂux of the ecosystem (Xue et al., 2011).
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Figure 7. Relationships (a) between VPD and evapotranspiration (E) in Period II, (b) between the mean surface conductance (Gs) for Period II and E in
Period II, (c) between SWC and Gs, and (d) between VPD and Gs for different VPD intervals. Gs data in Figure 7d are the means of Gs values for each
VPD interval
Copyright © 2012 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
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Similarly, in the present study, the IAV in the date of leaf
fall was not the primary factor driving the IAV in the total
E during May–September. This was because atmospheric
evaporative demand in Period III is small; Eeq in
period III was approximately 5% of the total Eeq during
May–September (data not shown).
There have been only a few studies examining the IAV in
E for boreal forests, especially for boreal deciduous forests.
The study by Zha et al. (2010) is an exception, examining
the IAV in E for a boreal deciduous aspen forest in Canada.
Their results are qualitatively the same as those of the
present study; IAV in the date of leaf expansion was not
the primary factor determining the IAV in total E of the
measurement period (April–November for the study by Zha
et al.) despite the presence of a considerable IAV in the date
of leaf expansion (Barr et al., 2004). Based on a nine-year
dataset, Zha et al. (2010) reported a signiﬁcant positive
correlation between LAI and E in May, when leaf expansion
generally occurred. This indicated that the IAV in the date of
leaf expansion was one factor causing the IAV of the total E
during their measurement period, but the data presented in
their paper suggest that it was not the primary factor. The
range (maximum–minimum) in the values of E in May for
the nine years was approximately 40 mm (Figure 6 of Zha
et al., 2010), which was much lower than the range in the
total E (241 mm according to Table 2 of Zha et al.). In fact,
the data suggest that the IAV in E during the fully foliated
period (June–September) was the primary factor determining the IAV in total E. According to their Figure 1, the IAV
in the total E corresponded to that in a during the fully
foliated period.
E (Figure 2f) and a (Figure 6) for Period II were
consistently higher for 2005 and 2006 than for 2003 and
2004, which corresponded to the higher SWC throughout
Period II of 2005 and 2006. In our study site, there was
relatively little ﬂuctuation in the SWC during the foliated
period (i.e. Period II) compared with that during Period I
(Figure 1 d). This result contrasts with the results of previous
studies examining the forest water cycle in temperate
deciduous forest (Wilson and Baldocchi, 2000) and boreal
deciduous forest (Zha et al., 2010). In both these studies, the
SWC ﬂuctuated to a greater extent during the foliated period
than before the period (Figure 2 of Wilson and Baldocchi,
2000; Figure 3 of Zha et al., 2010). However, despite some
precipitation, the SWC was not variable during Period II in
our forest site (Figure 1 d). Two factors may partly explain
this stability in SWC during Period II. First, the amount
of precipitation was small (Figure 2e) compared with the
amounts at the sites of these two studies. The mean
precipitation in Period II during 2003–2006 was 175 mm
at our site, whereas precipitation during May–October
(generally corresponding to the foliated period) in the
temperate deciduous forest was typically more than 500 mm
(Figure 1 of Wilson and Baldocchi, 2000). Similarly,
precipitation for June–August (generally corresponding to
the foliated period) in Zha et al.’s boreal deciduous forest
Copyright © 2012 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.

was typically around 250 mm (Figure 1 of Blanken et al.,
2001). Second, the SWC in our forest site is affected by
water ﬂux from the permafrost as well as precipitation
(Ohta et al., 2008).

Conclusions
In this study, we found that the IAV in the total E during
the measurement period (May–September) was not
primarily caused by the IAV in the dates of leaf expansion
and leaf fall but instead by the IAV in E during the
foliated period. E in the foliated period was consistently
higher during years with higher E, corresponding to
higher soil water content. Although there have been many
studies examining IAV in the dates of leaf expansion and
leaf fall and its effects on IAV in E, soil water content was
found to be more important for understanding IAV in E at
this site. As our conclusions are based on data from only
four years, further studies using data collected over longer
periods are required to conﬁrm them. Our site is the only
one where IAV in E has been examined for a larch forest
in eastern Siberia; thus, we recommend further study of
other forest sites in eastern Siberia to determine the
generality of our results. This study can only be regarded
as preliminary because we used above-canopy ﬂux data,
and therefore, we did not separate transpiration from the
larch canopy and understory (note that soil evaporation
would be negligible because of the dense understory),
although there may be relatively high contribution of
understory transpiration to total E (Iida et al., 2009, Xue
et al., 2011). Thus, future studies should examine the IAV
in transpiration from the larch canopy and understory and
their correspondence to the IAV in soil water content.
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